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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 3:  
 
Missouri will prepare, develop, and support effective educators. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Stephanie A. Tenney holds a content substitute certificate of license to teach issued on September 9, 
2013, and set to expire on September 9, 2017.   
 
Ms. Tenney is currently a full-time government, history, and global issues teacher at Barat Academy, a 
private school located in Chesterfield, Missouri, where she remains a teacher in good standing. 
 
On February 3, 2015, Ms. Tenney pled guilty and received a suspended imposition of sentence to three 
counts of Felony Assault – 2nd Degree.  On March 29, 2014, Ms. Tenney operated a motor vehicle while 
under the influence of alcohol, failed to slow when approaching a stop sign and injured three people, 
though none seriously.  Ms. Tenney was placed on five years supervised probation.   
 
Ms. Tenney was present for the hearing and was represented by counsel, Patrick Coyne. 
 
PRESENTER: 
 
William R. Thornton, General Counsel, will participate in the presentation and discussion of this agenda 
item. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department recommends that no action be taken by the State Board of Education against Ms. 
Tenney’s certificate pursuant to its authority under Mo. Rev. Stat. § 168.071 (Supp. 2014).    
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Page 5
1                   P R O C E E D I N G S
2           (Hearing started at 10:06 A.M.)
3           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  This hearing is in the
4 matter of Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
5 versus Stephanie A. Tenney and has been designated Hearing
6 No. 15-033.  This hearing is being held pursuant to
7 Section 168.071 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri which
8 authorizes the State Board of Education to suspend or
9 revoke certificate of license to teach if the certificate

10 holder has pleaded to or been found guilty of a felony or
11 crime involving moral turpitude under the laws of this
12 state or any other states of the United States or any
13 other country whether or not sentence is imposed.
14           Administrative rules adopted by the State Board
15 of Education pursuant to this statute authorizes the
16 Commissioner of Education to designate a Hearing Officer
17 in these matters.  My name is Kristen A. Morrow and I've
18 been designated to hear this case.  Unless otherwise
19 provided under Section 168.071, this hearing is being held
20 pursuant to the procedural rules of Chapter 536, the
21 Administrative Procedures Act.
22           Let's let the certificate holder -- let's let
23 the record show that the certificate holder Stephanie A.
24 Tenney is present at the hearing and is represented by
25 counsel, Patrick Coyne.  And let's let the record also

Page 6
1 show that Curtis Schube is present on behalf of the State.
2 Okay.  And with that introduction, then, Mr. Schube, I
3 will let you begin with your opening statement.
4           MR. SCHUBE:  All right.  Make a short one.
5 OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. SCHUBE:
6           This is a case about a teacher, Stephanie
7 Tenney, who pled guilty to three counts of a Class C
8 felony of second degree assault.  Miss Tenney was accused
9 of operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of

10 alcohol and acted with negligence while failing to slow at
11 a stop sign.
12           As a result, Miss Tenney caused injury to
13 Kimberly Burge, Jamie Sansone and Amy McGhee.  Each count
14 is a felony and an act of moral turpitude.  Accordingly,
15 Miss Tenney is subject to discipline of her three teaching
16 certificates pursuant to Section 168.071.1(1) RSMo.
17           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Thank you,
18 Mr. Schube.  Mr. Coyne.
19           MR. COYNE:  First, I'd like to apologize.  This
20 was set up in October.  She had sent me an e-mail.  I
21 didn't see it, I did not know, did not enter my
22 appearance.  So I'm sorry for putting the Tenneys out and
23 if you were all present, I'm sorry for putting you guys
24 out, too.  It was all on me, had nothing to do with them,
25 they were here.

Page 7
1 OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. COYNE:
2           So -- but my opening statement would be that on
3 March the 29th, 2014, Miss Tenney made a major error in
4 judgment and it's the only one that she's made in her
5 exemplary life up until this age.  She was with a friend
6 and they were drinking in Warren County.  There is a
7 winery out there and she was driving and came to a stop
8 sign and rear-ended two people.
9           The -- in her car, her friend, who is still her

10 friend today, she had a cut on her face.  She was holding
11 a wine glass and cut her face.  The other two passengers
12 didn't suffer any injuries where they had to have any
13 hospitalization or anything like that.  They did hire
14 lawyers and settled a personal injury suit and I think
15 that's in there, too.  They hired Brown & Crouppen as a
16 firm in St. Louis and settled, I think, one for seven and
17 one for around $4,000.  So soft tissue, no real injuries.
18           The problem is when you are drinking and driving
19 and you get involved in an accident and someone's injured,
20 any type of injury, the statute reads physical injury,
21 then it can be upgraded from a B misdemeanor to a Class C
22 felony and, because of that, Stephanie was charged with
23 three Class C felonies out of Warren County.
24           That's where I come in.  I do criminal defense,
25 that's what I do.  I don't do these kind of board

Page 8
1 hearings.  I'm doing this because I know her family and
2 because I represented her through that criminal process.
3           She received a recommendation from the
4 prosecutor of an SIS, which means a suspended imposition
5 of sentence, which means no conviction in Missouri.  It is
6 a plea of -- it is a plea to the crime, no doubt.  What
7 she's been afforded is, if she can make a probationary
8 period of two and a half years -- she's on a five-year
9 probation, but if she can make a probationary period of

10 two and a half years doing all of her conditions, no other
11 involvement with the law, then she can get an early
12 release from probation.  There's something called Earned
13 Compliance Credit in Missouri that would allow that.
14           So Miss Tenney, because of that, she did blow a
15 .092, but again, .08 is our standard and because of that
16 and because it did occur, there was no reason to have a
17 trial.  She was not taking a conviction.  We knew that
18 this would come into play.  And she pled to those charges.
19 So that's where she sits right now.
20           She's still with Barat Academy.  We've given
21 that after the opening.  We'll submit those here in a bit
22 and her life is great but for that one poor decision that
23 she made.
24           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Thank you,
25 Counsel.  Okay, Mr. Schube, you may present your case.
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1           MR. SCHUBE:  Yeah, I'll start by calling Margery
2 Tanner.
3           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  If you would step up
4 and be sworn, please.
5           (Witness sworn.)
6 EXAMINATION BY MR. SCHUBE:
7      Q.   I'll hand you a little packet with Exhibit 2.
8      A.   Okay.
9      Q.   Can you state your name for the record, please?

10      A.   Margery Tanner.
11      Q.   And, Miss Tanner, who are you employed by?
12      A.   The Department of Elementary and Secondary
13 Education.
14      Q.   And what is your position with the Department?
15      A.   I'm the Director for Educator Certification.
16      Q.   And what are your responsibilities in that
17 position?
18      A.   I license educators for the State of Missouri.
19      Q.   And do your duties include maintaining teacher
20 certification records?
21      A.   Yes.
22      Q.   And does that also include maintaining the
23 computer system that holds those records?
24      A.   Yes.
25      Q.   Okay.  And do you recognize Exhibit 2?

Page 10
1      A.   Yes.
2      Q.   And what is that?
3      A.   This is an application that Miss Tenney
4 submitted for certification.
5      Q.   Okay.  And then if you would flip to the fourth
6 and fifth pages, what are those documents?
7      A.   Let's see.  There's one that is her Certificate
8 Status, which shows which certificate she already holds in
9 Missouri, and then the last page would be the Staff

10 Assignment Report, which is a report of who is teaching
11 and their history.
12      Q.   Are each of these pages within the computer
13 system you maintain as part of your recordkeeping?
14      A.   Yes.
15      Q.   And is this a true and accurate copy of what the
16 computer system would print out?
17      A.   Yes, it is.
18           MR. SCHUBE:  I would offer Exhibit 2.
19           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Mr. Coyne?
20           MR. COYNE:  No objection.
21           MR. SCHUBE:  All right.
22           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Petitioner -- sorry.
23           MR. SCHUBE:  Go ahead.
24           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Petitioner's Exhibit 2
25 will be admitted into the record.

Page 11
1      Q.  (By Mr. Schube) Does Miss Tenney hold any
2 certificates?
3      A.   Yes, she does.
4      Q.   And what certificates does she hold?
5      A.   She holds a substitute teaching certificate.
6      Q.   Okay.  And when was this issued?
7      A.   September 9, 2013.
8      Q.   And is it active and current?
9      A.   Yes, it is.

10      Q.   And does the record reflect whether Miss Tenney
11 is currently teaching anywhere?
12      A.   No.  No public schools reported her as a
13 classroom teacher.
14      Q.   Okay.  And would these records reflect private
15 schools?
16      A.   No, they would not.
17           MR. SCHUBE:  Okay.  All right.  That's all I
18 have for Miss Tanner.
19           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Do you have any
20 questions for Miss Tanner?
21           MR. COYNE:  No, ma'am.
22           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.
23           MR. SCHUBE:  And I'd also like to offer
24 Exhibit 3.  Exhibit 3 is the certified court records from
25 Warren County pursuant to Section 490.130 of the Revised

Page 12
1 Statutes of Missouri.
2           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Mr. Coyne, any --
3           MR. COYNE:  No objections.
4           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.
5           MR. SCHUBE:  That would be --
6           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Petitioner's Exhibit 3
7 will be admitted into the record.  Sorry.
8           MR. SCHUBE:  Sorry.  I just keep jumping the
9 gun, don't I?  That's the extent of the State's evidence.

10           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Thank you,
11 Mr. Schube.  Mr. Coyne.
12           MR. COYNE:  Sure.
13           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  If you'd like to begin.
14           MR. COYNE:  Yeah.
15           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  We'll need to have her
16 sworn in if she's going to be --
17           MR. COYNE:  I think we will.
18           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  We're going to have you
19 sworn in by the court reporter.
20           (Witness sworn.)
21           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  You may begin.
22 EXAMINATION BY MR. COYNE:
23      Q.   State your name for the record.
24      A.   My name is Stephanie Ann Tenney.
25      Q.   And, Stephanie, where do you teach right now?

8
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Page 13
1      A.   I currently teach at Barat Academy, which is a
2 private school in Chesterfield, Missouri.
3      Q.   And how long have you been teaching there?
4      A.   Since January of 2015.
5      Q.   Since January.  Prior to that, were you involved
6 with Barat Academy?
7      A.   Yes.
8      Q.   How long had you been -- prior to teaching, how
9 long have you been with Barat?

10      A.   I was doing my student teaching there from
11 August to December of 2014.
12      Q.   August to December of 2014.  And is that -- were
13 you there teaching when you received this -- these
14 charges, the assault seconds?
15      A.   I was doing student teaching at Barat Academy
16 when I received these charges, yes.
17      Q.   So when that occurred, did you tell Barat
18 Academy what happened?
19      A.   I did when I gained more information about what
20 was going on.
21      Q.   Okay.  At first, you didn't know that it was
22 going to be a felony, correct?
23      A.   Yes, sir.
24      Q.   Okay.  It became a felony because of the injury,
25 as we know, correct?

Page 14
1      A.   Yes, sir.

2      Q.   Okay.  And, in fact, you did plead to that
3 felony, did you not?
4      A.   Yes, I did.

5      Q.   And how long have you been on probation?
6      A.   Since April of 2015.

7      Q.   Okay.  Have you had any problems while on
8 probation?
9      A.   No, sir.

10      Q.   And you've completed all the conditions of
11 probation, except for you've got some community service
12 still?
13      A.   Yes, sir.

14      Q.   Have you had any problems whatsoever while you
15 were on probation?
16      A.   No, sir.

17      Q.   Okay.  You've brought a number of documents.
18 I'd like to introduce these documents now as a batch, if
19 we could.  And we've got them marked as our Exhibit No. 1.
20           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  A.
21           MR. COYNE:  A, sorry, A.

22      Q.  (By Mr. Coyne) And these documents, if you could
23 go over -- I think we have them in the order that we had
24 placed them in the file.  I'm just going to let Stephanie
25 explain what each document is, if that's okay.  Go ahead.

Page 15
1      A.   Sure.  The first document is a recommendation
2 letter from the president of Barat Academy, Debby Watson.
3 The second document is a letter of recommendation from the
4 principal of Barat Academy, who is Michael Brennan.  The
5 third document is a thank you letter from Junior
6 Achievement for hours of service.
7           The fourth document is a letter from Junior
8 Achievement which states that I've completed 87 hours of
9 instruction through the volunteer program of Junior

10 Achievement.  I completed some of these hours while I was
11 still going through the issues with my case.  And this
12 letter is submitted by Tracie Roberson, who is the program
13 manager.
14           The next document is a recommendation from
15 Deborah Braman.  She was one of the teachers whose
16 classroom I taught in with Junior Achievement and was more
17 than happy to recommend me.  The next letter is from
18 Sandra Snodgrass, who worked with me during student
19 teaching in the fall of 2014.  The next letter is from
20 Gary Dill, who is a family friend and he submitted a
21 letter of recommendation for me as well.
22           The next document indicates that I recently
23 graduated from Webster University and is marked March 24
24 of 2015.  The next letter is just another document stating
25 graduation that year as well.  The next document is the

Page 16
1 grades that I achieved at Webster University, which

2 included the time of the accident all the way up through

3 December of 2014 when I graduated with my Master's.  And I

4 put that in there because I wanted to show you all that I

5 was able to maintain a good grade point average while

6 managing this issue that was going on in my life.

7           The next document shows time served or a part of

8 my conditions of probation.  The next piece is actually

9 considered an SAR.  I'm trying to remember what the --

10      Q.   Stands for Sentencing Assessment Report.
11      A.   Assessment report, yes.  Thank you.  This was

12 done by Robert Porter, who works in the office of

13 probation and parole, and basically what it does is

14 assesses my risk and whether I'm a good risk factor or a

15 bad risk factor and, according to him, I sit in a good

16 risk range.

17      Q.   If I could at this point, a Sentencing
18 Assessment Report the courts do.  I don't know if they do
19 it in this county much, but basically it's a
20 recommendation to the judge if you're going to plead
21 guilty, the judge wants a report of a little bit who you
22 are.  And so that report is prepared, it was prepared for
23 Judge Dalton in Circuit 12.
24      A.   The next sheet is from the Missouri Department

25 of Revenue which says that no action regarding my case

9
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Page 17
1 will be taken against my driving privilege.  This was from

2 June of 2014.  It just says that the evidence was

3 insufficient to find that the concentration of alcohol in

4 my blood was at or above the limit required.

5      Q.   And if I could comment on that.  When you
6 receive a driving while intoxicated, there are two sides.
7 There's a criminal side, then there's a civil side with
8 your license through our Department of Revenue.  The
9 Department of Revenue can take your driver's license.  We

10 did a hearing on that.  We won that hearing.  It was
11 basically a BAC curve, you know, we still had a plea of
12 guilty to it even though we did not lose our driver's
13 license.
14      A.   The next document is also from the Department of

15 Revenue which furthers the information that Mr. Coyne just

16 gave you and states that the issue at the hearing is to

17 decide if there is probable cause to believe while you

18 were driving with a blood alcohol level over the legal

19 limit.

20           And then the next document is the police report,

21 which includes just information about the test that was

22 done on site as well as the tickets that were given, the

23 times of the incident and different injuries.  The ticket

24 originally stated DWI and that was issued on March 29 of

25 2014.  This is particularly important just for

Page 18
1 informational purposes of when I actually received the

2 statement saying that there was going to be a repercussion

3 for this.  On the back side of that is just the

4 maintenance report that talks about the maintenance of the

5 blood alcohol tester.  And the document for the blood

6 alcohol tester is along with that that actually states my

7 blood alcohol level at the time, which was .092.

8           The officer's narrative is also included in that

9 document, so the narrative of the information that he

10 observed and gained from me at the time of the accident.

11 Again, the ticket is listed.  The road conditions are also

12 listed.  An image of the accident is included in this.

13           There's also a page that talks about the

14 Offender Education Program, which is actually a program

15 that is completed by anyone who is charged with a DWI,

16 correct, which includes SATOP which is the Substance

17 Abuse --

18      Q.   Traffic Offender's Program.
19      A.   Traffic Offender Program, thank you, yes.  I was

20 assigned the lowest level and completed that a week ago.

21 So that's complete and that's what these documents are

22 just telling you is that I've been assigned a SATOP

23 program at a level and that I've completed that.

24      Q.   So if we could, if I could just briefly explain
25 some of these documents, the Alcohol Influence Report or

Page 19
1 the police report shows -- we thought it would be best

2 that you guys see exactly what happened and the

3 understanding that there's a civil standard on the

4 driver's license, which we won at that level.  At the

5 circuit level in the criminal case, we decided to plea

6 because the conditions were there and we were drinking.

7 We always admitted that we were.

8           She did do some conditions of probation.  One

9 includes time served, that one document.  They made her go

10 to jail in Warren County.  Warren County is a very tough

11 county.  Stephanie has never been in trouble in her life.

12 Traffic ticket -- did you even have a traffic ticket

13 maybe?  Two traffic tickets.  Okay.

14           She had to go to jail.  You know, I couldn't get

15 the judge to do any less than that and the reason being is

16 in Warren County, if you drink and you drive and someone

17 gets hurt, even at a low level, even if it's your friend,

18 they're going to -- there's a punitive aspect to it and

19 the courts there are extremely tough.  And so she had to

20 experience that, also.

21           The SATOP program is -- you go in, you get

22 evaluated and they determine which of three general

23 classes to put you in.  She got evaluated as the low risk

24 and did the lowest level, the Offender Education Program,

25 that's what that last document was.

Page 20
1           So again, I think for Miss Tenney, she did --
2 she had to do a whole lot to rehabilitate herself with
3 herself, with the courts and everything and she's
4 completed all those.  As far as Miss Tenney goes, is there
5 anything you'd like to tell the Board?
6      A.   I just wanted to, first of all, apologize for

7 the mistake that I made and the fact that we are sitting

8 here today.  I regret every day what I've done and wish I

9 could take it back, but it's -- as much as I regret it,

10 it's a very good learning experience.  It's taught me a

11 lot about understanding and empathizing with other people,

12 which I feel like really helps me in the classroom.

13           I have students who are going through several

14 different things.  I have some students that are really

15 struggling and because of this experience, I'm able to

16 empathize with them and kind of help them and guide them a

17 little bit better.

18           And I -- as I was going through all of this with

19 my case, I still maintained good grades, I still managed

20 to graduate from Webster University with my Master's

21 degree and was still able to complete student teaching.  I

22 also have gainful employment at a wonderful private

23 school.  I absolutely adore the school that I work at and

24 I love what I do, otherwise I wouldn't be sitting here.

25           I did make a very, very big mistake, though, and

10
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Page 21
1 I realize that and I'm doing everything I can to try and
2 make up for that mistake.  And some of these documents are
3 evidence of that, that I'm doing my best to try and pay my
4 debt back to society while still maintaining the job that
5 I absolutely love to do.
6           The next step that I am hoping to accomplish is
7 to try and create a program to help my students understand
8 that there are consequences of their actions and the
9 school that I'm currently working at is actually helping

10 me to figure out when a good time to develop this program
11 would be to teach students about the consequences of
12 drinking and driving.
13           And I'm actually thrilled for that because I'm
14 able to give back and protect the students that I work
15 with because of this bad mistake.  And even if only one of
16 them listens to me, that's one student that I'm making a
17 difference with.  So there are a lot of good things that
18 have come out of this as well as some bad things and I
19 accept both sides of that.
20           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Do you have any more
21 questions for her?
22           MR. COYNE:  I don't think so.
23           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Mr. Schube, do
24 you have any questions for Miss Tenney?
25           MR. SCHUBE:  This is somewhat unorthodox, but if

Page 22
1 Mr. Coyne could shed some light on how the DOR process
2 worked.  If there's a .09 BAC, but yet no evidence of
3 intoxication, I don't quite understand that.
4           MR. COYNE:  What happened on that is when you
5 blow on a Breathalyzer, you have -- you go through the
6 Department of Revenue.  There's a hearing that's done.
7 You can do it in person or you can do it on the telephone.
8 I conducted that particular phone hearing with a Beverly
9 Lafaver with the Director of Revenue.  They're out of the

10 St. Louis office.  And it's totally separate from the
11 criminal case.
12           The prosecutor doesn't even care what happens.
13 They've got enough evidence otherwise through the Alcohol
14 Influence Report, you know, breath -- alcohol on your
15 breath, things of that nature, you know, slurred speech,
16 things -- boxes that they checked on that Alcohol
17 Influence Report.
18           And we were fortunate enough to win at that
19 Department of Revenue level because the standard is only a
20 civil.  It's a 51 percent standard, not beyond a
21 reasonable doubt.  So we were fortunate to win there.  She
22 did not lose her driver's license at all.
23           Now, the -- there's a possibility she could lose
24 her driver's license.  If she was convicted of the driving
25 while intoxicated, then that would have lost her license,

Page 23
1 but since she received the suspended imposition of
2 sentence, it did not get reported as a conviction to the
3 Department of Revenue.
4           MR. SCHUBE:  Sorry.  My question is more how, if
5 there's a BAC of .092, which is usually a standard
6 evidence of intoxication, how the Department of Revenue
7 didn't find intoxication.
8           MR. COYNE:  How did we win?
9           MR. SCHUBE:  Yes.  That's what I'm driving at.

10           MR. COYNE:  That's a good question.  I can't
11 remember exactly and I didn't bring my criminal file on
12 it.  I just brought this file.  I could supplement.  Is
13 it -- do you have --
14           MS. TENNEY:  I don't remember how it went.  It
15 was actually due to the report that the --
16           MR. COYNE:  She just checks that the evidence
17 was insufficient to find that the concentration of alcohol
18 in Petitioner's blood was at or above the limit required
19 by our Section number RSMo 302.505.  That's how she checks
20 in her findings in her order.
21           I think, if I recall right, it had something to
22 do with her BAC curve, where she was.  She had drank
23 right -- right before getting into the car kind of thing.
24 It wasn't an all-day drinking thing, it was towards the
25 end.  I think we won because of the BAC curve, if I can
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1 recall exactly.

2           MR. SCHUBE:  Okay.

3           MR. COYNE:  Yes.  I hope that answers your

4 question, Mr. Schube.

5           MR. SCHUBE:  I think it does.

6 EXAMINATION BY MR. SCHUBE:

7      Q.   And then, Miss Tenney, with your school,
8 typically you don't have full-time teachers with a
9 substitute certificate.  Can you explain what position you

10 hold there and what they require of you as far as
11 licensure?
12      A.   Sure.  I work at a private school in

13 Chesterfield and I hold a Master's degree, which I was

14 told would be enough to help me maintain employment there.

15 They are aware of my situation fully.  They are aware that

16 I am here today and they have accepted what I am dealing

17 with and they support me fully.

18           What is expected of me there, I do work

19 full-time, so I teach an AP government course, I teach an

20 AP United States course, a regular United States course

21 and three contemporary global issues courses.  On top of

22 that, I am also an advisee to seven students.

23           I hold afternoon homework -- homework sessions

24 to help students get through homework that they're finding

25 difficult or to help them organize or to help them create

11
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1 planners to meet with other teachers so that they can
2 improve their grades.
3           I also help out with different sports events,
4 dances.  I help out and volunteer at different events at
5 the school as well.  All of the teachers at Barat Academy,
6 myself included, are all very, very active in the lives of
7 our students and in the life of the school itself and it's
8 one of the reasons that I love the school that I work at.
9      Q.   What about as far as certification, what do they

10 require of you in that context?
11      A.   As far as I'm aware, they have only required my
12 substitute certificate and my Master's degree.
13      Q.   Okay.  And if you were -- I don't know much
14 about private schools.  Do they require certification at
15 all with the state?
16      A.   I don't believe so, because they operate outside
17 of regular standards of public schools.
18           MR. SCHUBE:  Okay.  I think that's all my
19 questions.
20           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Did you -- in regard to
21 her documentation that she's submitting, any --
22           MR. SCHUBE:  No objection.
23           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  We'll go ahead
24 and enter your evidence into the record.
25           MR. COYNE:  Thank you.
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1           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Did you have any more
2 questions for your client?
3           MR. COYNE:  Just closing.
4           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Let me think.  I was
5 thinking about a question.
6 EXAMINATION BY HEARING OFFICER MORROW:
7      Q.   So what did you get your master's in?
8      A.   I have a Master of Arts in Teaching from Webster
9 University.

10      Q.   Okay.  I think Mr. Schube ultimately asked the
11 question I wanted to ask.  You're teaching high school
12 students?
13      A.   Yes, ma'am.
14      Q.   Okay.  And how long have you been teaching?
15      A.   This will be my third semester.
16      Q.   Okay.  And -- all right.  And so then -- so
17 your -- you are applying for Missouri's educator
18 certificate?
19      A.   Yes, ma'am.
20      Q.   You were applying -- you've got your content
21 substitute?
22      A.   Yes, ma'am.
23      Q.   And so now you're going to the next stage
24 applying for the initial certificate?
25      A.   Yes, ma'am.
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1           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  I have no
2 further questions and if nobody else has any questions of
3 Miss Tenney, then we'll allow you to go ahead and make
4 your closing statement.
5 CLOSING STATEMENT BY MR. COYNE:
6           We asked to have this hearing today because we
7 thought there was more to explain, exactly what had gone
8 on in Miss Tenney's life and who she is.  She's not a
9 criminal, she's not a convict, she's none of those things.

10 She made a very poor decision and it was so small and it
11 became so big, such as I see every day in my practice.
12 Most people I see are not bad people, they make bad
13 decisions and that's exactly what Stephanie did.
14           What we're asking this board to do is there are
15 many standards you can follow.  There are many different
16 levels that you can do to discipline her.  We're asking
17 that it be at that lowest level for a number of reasons.
18 Number one not only who she is, but who she's become since
19 this occurred.  I think it's definitely changed her life.
20 There's no question.  She learned the hard way, but her
21 character showed through and she completed all those
22 tasks.
23           She did more than most people get -- you could
24 do a lot of bad things in Warren County, sell drugs, you
25 name the crime, they don't make you go to jail.  They do
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1 when you wreck and somebody's injured.  Any -- no matter
2 how small, no matter how small.
3           So I think her passion, you've seen it.  I'd
4 hire her right now.  She seems fantastic to me sitting
5 right here, what she's done, but I just think that we need
6 people like this.  She doesn't have to have it because
7 she's got a great job where she is, but she wants it
8 because this is her passion, this is her dream.
9           So that's all that we'd ask when you sit down

10 with your committee or if it's just yourself and you make
11 your decisions, that you take all that into mind.
12           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Thank you,
13 Counsel.
14           MR. COYNE:  Thank you.
15           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Mr. Schube.
16 CLOSING STATEMENT BY MR. SCHUBE:
17           First of all, I'd like to correct something I
18 inadvertently said in the opening statement.  I said she
19 had three certificates and she, in fact, has one.  That
20 was just a mistake I had made.  Otherwise, the evidence
21 does establish that Miss Tenney is subject to discipline,
22 however the -- what discipline to be imposed is up to your
23 discretion and I just ask that you impose what you deem
24 appropriate.
25           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Thank you.

12
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1 Thank you, Mr. Schube.  We'll let the record show, then,
2 that the hearing concludes at this time, which is 10:36
3 A.M. on Wednesday, January 27, 2016.  This matter will be
4 brought before the State Board of Education at a date and
5 time to be set by the Commissioner of Education and I
6 thank you very much for coming.
7           MR. COYNE:  Thank you.  Thank you.
8           MS. TENNEY:  Thank you both for taking the time
9 out of your day to meet with us and hear out what I have

10 for you.  So I really appreciate that from both of you.
11           HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  We'll go off the
12 record.
13           (Proceedings concluded at 10:36 A.M.)
14
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1                  CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
2           I, Julie K. Kearns, Certified Court Reporter
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